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Abstract

President Biden’s new Executive Order 14096 on “Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to
Environmental Justice for All defines environmental justice as “the just treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people, regardless of income, race, color, national origin, Tribal affiliation, or
disability.” While the inclusion of disabilities in the definition of environmental justice may be new, the
intersection of social inequities and disability is not. Moreover, evidence of the intersection between
disability, social inequity and natural disaster places the intensifying impacts of climate change at the
center of this set of issues. Professor layajit Chakraborty of the University of Texas at El Paso and a
member of the EPA Science Advisory Board has been the engine behind an emerging body of important
and prescient work that examines the intersection of these three areas. His work covers a wide range of
issues related to disability and the spatial distribution of air quality (PM2.5), pollution burdens (RMP,
TSD, NPL and traffic), natural disasters (hurricanes, winter storms, and heatwaves), subsidized housing,
and COVID-19 mortality and morbidity. Most of this research centers on Harris County, Texas, an
epicenter for disproportionate environmental burden. Indeed, this research merely scratches the
surface of an important set of issues for environmental justice. Dr. Chakraborty’s research results
highlight the need to consider disability issues in future research on environmental injustice and related
health risk, in addition to commonly used categories such and race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status.
The presentation will cover the various assumptions, methods and findings related to these studies. The
intersectionality of this research speaks to the cumulative dimensions of issues of environmental
injustice and disabilities, as well as the disproportionate nature of such impacts.
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